
KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

In Literacy Lafayette students will:

•	 begin formal reading instruction with explicit, systematic phonics
•	 recognize all capital and lowercase letters and sounds
•	 begin formal spelling and handwriting instruction
•	 blend letter sounds to read simple words and sentences

In Literature Lafayette students will read or listen to:

•	 Mother Goose poems such as “Humpty Dumpty” and “Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary”
•	 serialized stories like the Winnie-The-Pooh and Beatrix Potter tales
•	 Aesop’s fables such as “The Lion and the Mouse” and “The Tortoise and the Hare”
•	 American folk tales such as the stories of Davy Crockett and Johnny Appleseed

In History & Geography Lafayette students will:

•	 identify and locate the seven continents on maps and globes
•	 study the history of North American tribes and early American explorers
•	 learn about American symbols such as the bald eagle, Statue of Liberty, and American flag
•	 study American presidents from past and present, including those on Mount Rushmore

In  Kindergarten Math Lafayette students will:

•	 count to 100 and write numbers 1-100
•	 learn to tell time by an analogue clock
•	 begin their study of adding and subtracting
•	 be introduced to money and recognize the value of all American coins

In Science Lafayette students will:

•	 study the basic parts of a plant: seed, root, stem, branch, leaf
•	 observe and describe seasons and weather: clouds, rain, thunder, hail, snow, etc.
•	 learn about the five senses and associated body parts
•	 recognize the importance of taking care of the environment

In Art Lafayette students will:

•	 draw with the seven elements of art: line, color, shape, value, space, texture
•	 study great works of art by artists such as Bruegel, Matisse, Picasso, Gaugin et al.
•	 observe and experiment with how colors create different feelings

In Music Lafayette students will:

•	 become familiar with the basic elements of music: rhythm, melody, and harmony
•	 while matching pitch, sing both accompanied and unaccompanied
•	 recognize common classical instruments by sight and sound
•	 learn and sing traditional nursery rhymes and folk songs 

L I T E R A T U R E  H I G H L I G H T S

Books
The Complete Tale of Winnie-The-Pooh
Beatrix Potter: The Complete Tales
Mother Goose Poems
The 4th of July Story
The Story of the Statue of Liberty

Poems
“April Rain Song” by Langston Hughes
“Early to Bed “ by Benjamin Franklin
“Rain” by Robert Louis Stevenson
“Tommy” by Gwendolyn Brooks
“Three Little Kittens” by Dorothy Aldis

Folklore, Fables, & Fairy Tales
Little Red Riding Hood
The Three Billy Goats Gruff
Cinderella
The Velveteen Rabbit
The Ugly Duckling
The Bremen Town Musicians
King Midas and the Golden Touch
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FIRST GRADE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

In Literacy Lafayette students will:

•	 graphically organize spelling words as they continue to learn to write
•	 read texts at increasing levels of difficulty
•	 learn the parts of speech
•	 practice oral and written sentence composition

In Literature Lafayette students will:

•	 read and recite short poems
•	 hear fairy tales and fables from around the world
•	 learn basic literary terms such as characters, heroes, heroines, theater, stage, etc.
•	 read “The Magician’s Nephew” by C.S. Lewis

In History & Geography Lafayette students will:

•	 become familiar with historical and geographic terms such as civilization, artifact, coast, and island
•	 identify the oceans, continents, the hemispheres, and the poles
•	 study an overview of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
•	 learn about the ancient Near-East civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt
•	 study the early American civilizations of the Maya, Aztec, and Inca
•	 learn about early explorers from Columbus to Lewis & Clark
•	 study Colonial America and the Revolutionary War
•	 create notebooks to graphically organize content and build early note-taking skills

In  Level 1 Math Lafayette students will:

•	 add and subtract tens and ones, and count by tens and ones to 100
•	 identify the basic geometric shapes
•	 understand the basics of fractions, working with halves and fourths
•	 learn how to count money and make change

In Science Lafayette students will:

•	 study the properties of matter: solid, liquid, gas
•	 understand the interdependence between living things and their environment
•	 study the various systems of the human body: skeletal, muscular, etc.
•	 learn the names of the heavenly bodies in our solar system

In Art Lafayette students will:

•	 recognize famous portraits like the Mona Lisa and Van Gogh’s self-portrait
•	 study and identify the major works of art and architecture in ancient Egypt
•	 draw, sketch, and paint simple still lifes and human faces

In Music Lafayette students will:

•	 explore making music through singing and using instruments
•	 learn and use basic notation such as quarter notes and eighth notes
•	 experience the stories of Mozart’s operas and Tchaikovsky’s ballets
•	 listen to and learn American styles of music like Jazz and Bluegrass

L I T E R A T U R E  H I G H L I G H T S

Books
Pinocchio
The Pied Piper of Hamlin
The Indian Cinderella
Winnie-The-Pooh
Beatrix Potter

Poems
“Hope” by Langston Hughes
“My Shadow” by Robert Louis Stevenson
“Thanksgiving Day” by Lydia Maria Child
“The Swing” by Robert Louis Stevenson
“Washington” by Nancy Byrd Turner
“Wynken, Blynken, and Nod” by Eugene Field

Folklore, Fables, & Fairy Tales
The Noisy Crowded House
The Boy Who Cried Wolf
The Dog in the Manger
The Fox and the Grapes
The Frog Prince
Hansel and Gretel
Issun Boshi
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I M M E R S I V E  E X P E R I E N C E S

Curriculum Day(s)
Ancient Egypt
Revolutionary War



SECOND GRADE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

In Literacy Lafayette students will:

•	 build strong reading comprehension and decoding skills
•	 have daily multi sensory spelling lessons
•	 graphically organize spelling words in an orthography notebook
•	 study sentence patterns and practice writing sentences
•	 continue building a solid foundation in grammar through daily spelling instruction
•	 continue to diagram sentences
•	 develop composition skills
•	 learn to write cursive

In Literature Lafayette students will read or listen to:

•	 classic children’s novels such as Charlotte’s Web, Peter Pan, and Little House on the Prairie
•	 fairy tales, including Beauty and the Beast and The Emperor’s New Clothes
•	 Greek myths including Orpheus and Eurydice and The Labors of Heracles
•	 American tales about folk heroes such as John Henry and Davy Crockett

In History & Geography Lafayette students will:

•	 build a notebook to graphically organize history lessons
•	 study the geography of the Americas
•	 study Ancient Greece and examine the contributions of Greek philosophy and politics
•	 identify and discuss the contributions of James Madison and Alexander Hamilton at the   

Constitutional Conventions
•	 describe the causes and effects of the War of 1812
•	 create an outline of pivotal moments of the Civil War
•	 describe the contributions of Clara Barton and Harriet Tubman to the Civil War
•	 identify causes and effects of Westward Expansion

In  Level 2 Math Lafayette students will:

•	 measure lengths in centimeters and inches, and weights in grams and ounces
•	 identify shapes and patterns such as polygons, semicircles, and curves
•	 add and subtract, multiply and divide
•	 compare and order fractions

In Science Lafayette students will:

•	 identify the distinguishing parts of insects: head, thorax, abdomen, legs, wings
•	 understand the metamorphosis cycles of various insects such as butterflies
•	 examine how simple machines—lever, pulley, wheel-and-axle—make work easier
•	 study the human digestive and excretory systems and healthy diets

In Art Lafayette students will:

•	 study and recognize famous landscape paintings such as The Oxbow and Virgin Forest
•	 become familiar with famous works of Ancient Greek art and architecture
•	 apply what they learn about the elements of art by creating their own studio art

In Music Lafayette students will:

•	 listen to and appreciate the famous works of Vivaldi, Handel, and Bach
•	 learn the instruments of the Symphony-Orchestra by sight and sound
•	 participate in singing solo and as a choir, both with accompaniment and without
•	 learn a repertoire of American folk music and their historical context

L I T E R A T U R E  H I G H L I G H T S

Classic Novels
Charlotte’s Web
Peter Pan
Little House on the Prairie
D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths

Poems
“The Duel” by Eugene Field
“A Visit from St. Nicholas” by Clement Clarke Moore 
“Harriet Tubman” by Eloise Greenfield
“Smart” by Shel Silverstein
“Seashell” by Federico Garcia Lorca

Folklore, Fables, & Fairy Tales
Beauty and the Beast
The Emperor’s New Clothes
How the Camel Got Its Hump
Orpheus and Eurydice
The Labors of Heracles
Davy Crockett
John Henry
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I M M E R S I V E  E X P E R I E N C E S

Curriculum Day(s)
Ancient China
Pioneer Day



THIRD GRADE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

In Grammar & Composition Lafayette students will:

•	 write three types of paragraphs: informative, narrative, and persuasive
•	 learn the principal parts of a sentence through the use of sentence diagramming
•	 identify the parts of speech in a sentence: subject, verb, adverb, adjective, preposition, etc.
•	 learn to write using compound subjects, compound verbs, and compound direct objects

In Literature Lafayette students will read:

•	 novels such as Black Beauty, Farmer Boy, and The Princess and the Goblin
•	 stories from classic collections such as The Arabian Nights and The Jungle Book
•	 myths from D’Aulaires Book of Norse Myths such as The Valkyries and Valhalla
•	 myths from Ancient Greece and Rome such as Jason and the Golden Fleece

In History & Geography Lafayette students will study:

•	 the various types of geographic features: channel, delta, isthmus, plateau, strait, etc.
•	 Ancient Rome, its geography, its prosperity, its laws, as well as its decline and fall
•	 the Vikings, their culture, and their early travels to North America
•	 the native peoples of North America including the Pueblos, Apaches, Mohicans et al.
•	 the history and political systems of the Thirteen Colonies and related geography

In  Level 3 Math Lafayette students will:

•	 apply their basic arithmetic (add, subtract, multiply, divide) skills to word problems
•	 solve mathematical problems using long division and fractions
•	 learn to read and use the data from pictographs, bar graphs, and tables
•	 find area and perimeter for basic geometric shapes such as rectangles

In Science Lafayette students will:

•	 be introduced to how scientists classify animals according to shared characteristics
•	 study the basics of astronomy focusing on sun, moon, stars, and solar system
•	 identify the various systems of the human body and describe their parts and functions
•	 observe the properties of light and sound and learn the basics of optics and acoustics

In Art Lafayette students will:

•	 study the art of native North America, Ancient Rome, and Byzantium
•	 observe how artists such as Caravaggio, Vermeer, and Hopper use light and shadow
•	 create their own artwork using the principles of light, shadow, and perspective

In Music Lafayette students will:

•	 participate regularly in singing as a group and solo
•	 sing/hum accurate melodies while listening to the music of Mozart, Rossini, Holst, and Wagner
•	 perform rhythms, improvised and written, with various percussion instruments
•	 identify the sections of a piece of music (form)

L I T E R A T U R E  H I G H L I G H T S

Classic Novels
Black Beauty
Farmer Boy
The Princess & the Goblin

Poems
“April Rain Song” by Langston Hughes
“First Thanksgiving of All” by Nancy Byrd Turner
“Trees” by Joyce Kilmer
“Hiawatha’s Childhood” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
“Jimmy Jet and His TV Set” by Shel Silverstein
“In Flanders Field” by Lt. Col. John McCrae
“Concord Hymn” by Ralph Waldo Emerson
“Father William” by Lewis Carroll
“The Crocodile” by Lewis Carroll
“Adventures of Isabel” by Ogden Nash

Classic Stories and Ancient Myths
The Arabian Nights
The Jungle Book
The Valkyries
Valhalla
Jason and the Golden Fleece
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I M M E R S I V E  E X P E R I E N C E S

Field Trips
Curriculum Supporting Day Trips



FOURTH GRADE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

In Grammar & Composition Lafayette students will:

•	 write three types of essays: informative, narrative, and persuasive
•	 learn basic grammatical elements of a sentence by sentence diagramming
•	 study Latin and Greek roots and their English derivatives (“English from the Roots Up”)
•	 learn the basics of composition: introduction, lines of argument, and conclusion

In Literature Lafayette students will read and discuss:

•	 novels such as Johnny Tremain, Anne of Green Gables, Treasure Island, and Robin Hood
•	 poems such as “Concord Hymn” by Ralph Waldo Emerson and “Dreams” by Langston Hughes
•	 short stories such as Legend of Sleepy Hollow, Rip Van Winkle, and The Fire on the Mountain
•	 tales of Camelot, King Arthur, and the Knights of the Round Table

In History & Geography Lafayette students will:

•	 explain the duties citizens have in a democratic republic: public service, voting, etc.
•	 examine how the Declaration of Independence argues for the existence of natural rights
•	 study the major events of China, Europe, and Africa in the Middle Ages
•	 understand the founding and spread of Islam and its interactions with Christendom
•	 study the early American presidents from George Washington to Andrew Jackson

In Level 4 Math Lafayette students will:

•	 multiply fractions by whole numbers
•	 draw line graphs and line plots
•	 add and subtract using decimal tenths and hundreds
•	 work with angles, perpendicular lines, quadrilaterals, cuboids, and symmetrical figures

In Science Lafayette students will:

•	 learn about the functions and processes of the circulatory and respiratory systems
•	 study the earth’s layers, types of rock, how mountains are formed, and erosion
•	 be introduced to the basic terms and concepts of chemistry
•	 perform hands-on experiments involving chemical reactions

In Art Lafayette students will:

•	 study art history of the Middle Ages in Europe, Africa, China, and the Islamic world
•	 discuss the elements of Gothic architecture and observe how medieval towns were fortified
•	 create their own works of abstract art and mosaics modeled after masterpieces

In Music Lafayette students will:

•	 listen to and discuss the music of the Middle Ages, particularly Gregorian Chant
•	 learn cross-cultural songs such as Auld Lang Syne and Waltzing Matilda
•	 memorize and perform the official anthems of each U.S. military branch
•	 explore the life and music of American composers John Phillip Sousa and Aaron Copland

L I T E R A T U R E  H I G H L I G H T S

Classic Novels
Anne of Green Gables
Johnny Tremain
Treasure Island
The Adventures of Robin Hood

Poems
“Clouds” by Christina Rossetti
“Concord Hymn” by R.W. Emerson
“Dreams” by Langston Hughes
“Paul Revere’s Ride” by H.W. Longfellow
“Life Doesn’t Frighten Me” by M. Angelou

Short Stories and Tales
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow
Rip Van Winkle
Tales of King Arthur
The Wonderful Chuang Brocade
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I M M E R S I V E  E X P E R I E N C E S

Field Trips
Curriculum Supporting Day Trips



FIFTH GRADE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

In Grammar & Composition Lafayette students will:

•	 write three types of essays: informative, narrative, and persuasive
•	 learn basic grammatical elements of a sentence by sentence diagramming
•	 study Latin and Greek roots and their English derivatives (“English from the Roots Up”)
•	 learn the basics of composition: introduction, lines of argument, and conclusion
•	 develop oral speaking skills

In Literature Lafayette students will read and discuss:

•	 novels such as Tom Sawyer, The Secret Garden, and The Wind in the Willows
•	 stories from Frederick Douglass, Sherlock Holmes, and Tales from Shakespeare
•	 Poems such as “O Captain! My Captain!” by Whitman and “The Tyger” by Blake
•	 Myths and legends such as The Samurai’s Daughter and The Sun Dance

In History & Geography Lafayette students will:

•	 memorize and identify the Great Lakes of the World
•	 memorize the location, abbreviations, and capitols of all 50 states
•	 study the Renaissance, Reformation, Counter-Reformation, and English history
•	 study the early growth and expansion of Russia and related geography
•	 study the history and culture of feudal Japan and related geography
•	 study the history of antebellum America, the Civil War, and westward expansion

In Level 5 Math Lafayette students will:

•	 add, subtract, multiply ,and divide fractions
•	 find the area of triangles and the volume of cuboids
•	 understand and apply the order of operations to mathematical problems
•	 analyze data using coordinate graphs and straight line graphs

In Science Lafayette students will:

•	 classify living things by kingdom, phylum, class, order, family, genus, and species
•	 study the structures and processes of cells in both plants and animals
•	 examine the asexual reproductive processes of fission, spores, budding, etc.
•	 study the human endocrine system, including the types of glands and their functions

In Art Lafayette students will:

•	 study the major works of art from the Italian and Flemish Renaissance
•	 become familiar with Renaissance architecture such as the Florence cathedral, etc.
•	 draw, paint, and sketch perspectives using a horizon line and vanishing point

In Music Lafayette students will:

•	 transcribe given rhythmic patterns as well as compose original rhythms
•	 listen to and discuss instrumental and choral music from the Renaissance era
•	 sing from classical repertoire including Donna Nobis Pacem, Greensleeves, and God Bless America
•	 learn and study antebellum music in addition to American spirituals

L I T E R A T U R E  H I G H L I G H T S

Novels
Tom Sawyer
Alice in Wonderland
The Secret Garden
The Wind in the Willows

Poems
“Casey at the Bat” by E.L. Thayer
“I, Too” by Langston Hughes
“Narcissa” by Gwendolyn Brooks
“The Eagle” by Alfred Lord Tennyson
“The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost
“The Tyger” by William Blake
“O Captain! My Captain!” by Whitman

Stories, Myths, and Legends
Sherlock Holmes stories
Tales from Shakespeare
The Samurai’s Daughter
The Sun Dance
Coyote Goes to the Land of the Dead
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Field Trips
Junior Achievement of St. Louis Biz Town
Curriculum Supporting Day Trips



SIXTH GRADE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

In Grammar & Composition Lafayette students will:

•	 write three types of essays: informative, narrative, and persuasive
•	 continue to master English grammar by sentence diagramming and other exercises
•	 identify and write with participial, gerund, and infinitive phrases
•	 begin to work on developing their own style and voice in their writing

In Literature Lafayette students will read and discuss:

•	 novels such as The Prince and The Pauper and The Scarlet Pimpernel
•	 poems such as “All the World’s a Stage” by Shakespeare and “The Raven” by Poe
•	 Classical myths such as Apollo and Daphne, Narcissus and Echo, Cupid and Psyche
•	 stories from Children’s Homer by Padraic Colum
•	 write and perform plays and puppet shows

In History & Geography Lafayette students will:

•	 learn important dates of ancient Greece and Rome from the fall of Troy to the sack of Rome
•	 understand the lasting ideas of Judaism and Christianity for western civilization
•	 discuss the lasting ideas of Ancient Greek and Roman civilizations
•	 study the scientific and philosophical ideas of the Enlightenment
•	 study the French Revolution, Napoleon Bonaparte, and the first French empire
•	 study the Industrial Revolution, immigration, and reform

In Level 6 Math Lafayette students will:

•	 add, subtract, multiply, and divide positive and negative numbers
•	 write and evaluate algebraic expressions
•	 find the surface area of plane figures and the volume of rectangular prisms
•	 compare numerical data and measures of variability

In Latin Lafayette students will:

•	 cover introductory Latin language concepts
•	 be introduced to the verb and noun charts of an inflected language
•	 study the historical and cultural context of Ancient Rome 

In Science Lafayette students will:

•	 study plate tectonics, the layered structure of the earth, volcanoes, and earthquakes
•	 understand the six forms of energy: mechanical, heat, electrical, wave, chemical, nuclear
•	 conduct experiments with changing states of matter including condensation and distillation
•	 study the human circulatory, lymphatic, and immune systems

In Art Lafayette students will:

•	 draw a human in proportion, a landscape using one-point perspective, and a still life
•	 design a Gothic-style cathedral with flying buttresses, groin vaulting, and stained glass
•	 study an overview of art history from Ancient Greece to the Realism of the 19th century

In Music Lafayette students will:

•	 recognize and use common Italian terminology including Adagio, Legato, and Crescendo
•	 learn and distinguish songs from certain eras of music, i.e. Baroque, Classical, and Romantic
•	 understand and discuss practical music theory for classroom performance

L I T E R A T U R E  H I G H L I G H T S

Novels & Other Books
Prince and the Pauper by Mark Twain
The Scarlet Pimpernel by Baroness Orczy
The Count of Monte Cristo by A. Dumas
Children’s Homer by Padraic Colum

Poems
“All the world’s a stage” by Shakespeare
“Apostrophe to the Ocean” by Byron
“If” by Rudyard Kipling
“Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes
“Sympathy” by Paul Lawrence Dunbar
“The New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus
“The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe
“Woman Work” by Maya Angelou

Myths
Apollo and Daphne
Narcissus and Echo
Orpheus and Eurydice
Pygmalion and Galatea
Cupid and Psyche
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Field Trips
Curriculum Supporting Day Trips



SEVENTH GRADE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

In Grammar & Composition Lafayette students will:

•	 write five-paragraph essays with a well-crafted thesis and supporting evidence
•	 learn outlining skills to organize their compositions
•	 continue to master English grammar by sentence diagramming and other exercises

In Literature Lafayette students will read and discuss:

•	 novels such as The Call of the Wild and Fahrenheit 451
•	 poems such as “The Charge of the Light Brigade” and “Nothing Gold Can Stay”
•	 plays such as Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet and Rostand’s Cyrano de Bergerac
•	 stories from Dickens, Stevenson, O. Henry, de Maupassant, and Poe

In History & Geography Lafayette students will:

•	 memorize the important dates of American history from 1607-1877
•	 study the geography of the United States: landforms, mountains, and water features
•	 understand the development of the American identity
•	 read and hear about the major defining events of American history from 1607-1877
•	 engage in a close and extensive six-week study of the U.S. Constitution

In Level 7 Math Lafayette students will:

•	 write, evaluate, and simplify algebraic expressions
•	 perform addition and subtraction of linear algebraic expressions
•	 study angles, triangles, and quadrilaterals
•	 determine the area and perimeters of rectangles, triangles, circles, and parallelograms

In Introduction to Latin Lafayette students will:

•	 cover Wheelock’s chapters 1-12
•	 learn how to read an inflected language
•	 learn the present and perfect active systems of verbs
•	 learn 1st through 3rd declension nouns
•	 study the historical and cultural context of Ancient Rome

In Science Lafayette students will:

•	 understand the early Greek theories of earth, air, fire, and water
•	 explore the beginnings of modern chemistry and the Periodical Table
•	 conduct experiments involving chemical bonds and reactions
•	 study the chemistry of photosynthesis, human respiration, and nutrition

In Art Lafayette students will:

•	 examine color theory, the science of seeing color, and creating value with color
•	 study the great world of impressionism, art nouveau, expressionism, and abstraction
•	 create their own works of art modeled on 19th century American paintings

In Music Lafayette students will:

•	 study the lives and music of the Romantic era composers: Chopin, Schumann, Mendellsohn, and Liszt
•	 explore traditional music and national identity through blues, jazz, and American musical theater
•	 rehearse and perform music on instruments including ukelele, keyboard, and percussion

L I T E R A T U R E  H I G H L I G H T S

Novels & Plays
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
The Call of the Wild by Jack London
Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde by R.L. Stevenson
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
Romeo & Juliet by William Shakespeare
Cyrano de Bergerac by Edmond Rostand

Poems
“Annabel Lee” by Edgar Allan Poe
“The Chimney Sweeper” by W. Blake
“Fire and Ice” by Robert Frost
“Macavity” by T.S. Eliot
“Nothing Gold Can Stay” by Robert Frost
“Dulce et Decorum Est” by Wilfred Owen
“This Is Just to Say” by W.C. Williams

Short Stories
“Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry
“The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant
‘The Purloined Letter” by Edgar Allan Poe
“The Tell-tale Heart” by Edgar Allan Poe
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EIGHTH GRADE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

In Grammar & Composition Lafayette students will:

•	 be introduced to classical rhetoric and oration
•	 write essays using the classical oration structure: thesis, proof, refutation, etc.
•	 use outlining skills to organize their compositions
•	 review English grammar by sentence diagramming and other exercises

In Literature Lafayette students will read and discuss:

•	 novels such as To Kill a Mockingbird and Robinson Crusoe
•	 poems such as “Ozymandias” and “Do Not Go Gentle into that Good Night”
•	 Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing and speeches by E.B. White and Rachel Carson
•	 short stories from Chekov, Hawthorne, Tolstoy, and Dostoevsky

In History & Geography Lafayette students will:

•	 read and hear about the major defining events of American history from 1877-2020
•	 study the physical and political geography of Europe and the Middle East
•	 evaluate the rights and principles contained in the Declaration of Independence
•	 understand the difference between violent and non-violent forms of activism
•	 understand the causes and ramifications of the major wars of the twentieth century

In Algebra I Lafayette students will:

•	 study and apply the laws of algebra and conditional equations
•	 understand fundamental operations with polynomials
•	 solve word problems involving systems of equations
•	 solve quadratic equations using the quadratic formula

In Beginning Latin Lafayette students will:

•	 cover Wheelock’s chapters 13-22
•	 learn all noun charts, as well as irregular pronoun declensions
•	 read adaptations of classical Latin
•	 study Roman history, civilizations, and culture

In Introductory Physics Lafayette students will:

•	 understand the laws of motion and the concepts of force, work, energy, and power
•	 know the basic terms and concepts of electricity
•	 conduct experiments involving connections between electricity and magnetism
•	 study the electromagnetic spectrum, refraction, and reflection

In Art Lafayette students will:

•	 understand and apply the six main composition rules of photography
•	 study the great works of art and architecture of the twentieth century
•	 create their own painting in watercolor and acrylic paints using two-point perspective

In Music Lafayette students will:

•	 become familiar with instruments and works of music from non-Western cultures
•	 further study American musical theater through Cohan, Rodgers & Hammerstein, and Leonard Bernstein
•	 discuss nationalism in music through great classical composers such as Bartok, Sibelius, and Dvorak

L I T E R A T U R E  H I G H L I G H T S

Novels & Plays
Lord of the Flies by William Golding
To Kill a Mocking Bird by Harper Lee
Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe
Much Ado About Nothing by Shakespeare

Poems
“The Gift Outright” by Robert Frost
“I Dwell in Possibility” by Emily Dickinson
“My Heart Leaps Up” by Wordsworth
“Ozymandias” by Percy Bysshe Shelley
Sonnet 18 by William Shakespeare
“Spring and Fall” by G. Manley Hopkins
Sonnet 43 by Elizabeth Barrett Browning

Short Stories
“The Bet” by Anton Chekov
“Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment”
“God Sees the Truth but Waits” by Tolstoy
“An Honest Thief” by Fyodor Dostoevsky
“The Open Boat” by Stephen Crane
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NINTH GRADE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

In Formal Logic Lafayette students will:

•	 learn the definition and application of simple apprehension, proposition, and syllogism
•	 make deductive inferences using the rules for categorical syllogisms
•	 translate ordinary sentences into logical statements
•	 understand conditional, disjunctive, and conjunctive syllogisms

In Rhetoric Lafayette students will:

•	 use the three modes of persuasion: ethos, pathos, and logos
•	 apply the five canons of rhetoric: invention, organization, style, memory, and delivery
•	 learn how to identify formal and informal fallacies of logic
•	 study and recite speeches, both historical as well as original student compositions

In Ancient Literature Lafayette students will read and discuss:

•	 the Greek epics of Homer: The Iliad and The Odyssey
•	 the plays of Sophocles: Oedipus Rex and Antigone
•	 the greatest Roman epic tragedy: The Aeneid by Virgil
•	 Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare

In Ancient History Lafayette students will:

•	 discuss the effects of the principles of Greece and Rome on the American political process
•	 explain how the Roman Republic built upon Greek ideals — and what those Greek ideals are
•	 identify how the Roman Republic contributed to the development of democratic principles
•	 study the major events of the ancient world to A.D. 500

In Intermediate Latin Lafayette students will:

•	 cover Wheelock’s chapters 23-35
•	 learn to form and use subjunctives
•	 read adaptations of classical Latin
•	 study significant Roman history and culture

In Geometry Lafayette students will:

•	 study Euclid’s Elements (Books 1-3) to understand definitions, postulates, and propositions
•	 understand and use the structure of multiple-step geometric proofs
•	 determine the length of line segments, the measure of angles, and the area of polygons
•	 know the value and use of pi when determining measurements of a circle

In Biology Lafayette students will:

•	 use the steps of the scientific method throughout the course
•	 study cell structure, function, growth, division, and reproduction
•	 study Mendelian genetics, DNA, RNA, and protein synthesis
•	 explore the subjects of microorganisms, fungi, plants, animals, and the human body

Students may also take semester electives in Art & Music

L I T E R A T U R E  H I G H L I G H T S

Novels & Plays
The Odyssey by Homer
The Iliad by Homer
The Oedipus Cycle by Sophocles
The Aeneid by Virgil
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare

Famous Speeches
“Funeral Oration” by Pericles
“Address to His Soldiers” by Hannibal
“First Oration Against Cataline by Cicero
“Sermon to the Birds” by Francis of Assisi
Henry V’s St. Crispin Day Speech
“An American Crisis” by Thomas Paine
“Federalist 51” by James Madison
“Farewell Address” by G. Washington
“Gettysburg Address” by Abe Lincoln
“Ain’t I a Woman” by Sojourner Truth
“The Right to Vote” by Susan B. Anthony
Selections from Orthodoxy by Chesterton
“Their Finest Hour” by Winston Churchill
“I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King
“Tear Down This Wall” by Ronald Reagan

20 Hawk Ridge Circle, Lake St. Louis, MO 63367 | lafayetteacademy.org | 636.357.9624



TENTH GRADE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

In Intro to Moral & Political Philosophy Lafayette students will:

•	 be introduced to the major themes in philosophy through a study of literature
•	 read and discuss great works of dystopian literature such as Brave New World and 1984
•	 understand Swift’s critique of the Enlightenment as “the Ancients” vs. “the Moderns”
•	 recognize the dehumanizing potential of what C.S. Lewis calls “the conquest of nature”

In Economics Lafayette students will:

•	 understand the free market and concepts such as supply and demand
•	 recognize the unintended consequences of government intervention in the free market
•	 study macroeconomic theory and the role of the government
•	 learn how the performance of various economic systems can be measured

In British Literature Lafayette students will read and discuss:

•	 Beowulf, the oldest Anglo-Saxon work of literature
•	 selections of The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer and Paradise Lost by John Milton
•	 William Shakespeare’s Macbeth and a selection of his sonnets
•	 poems from English Romantic poets such as Blake, Wordsworth, Byron, Keats, and Shelley

In European History Lafayette students will:

•	 study the major events of European history from 500-1815
•	 recognize how Enlightenment ideas influenced the Founding Fathers
•	 understand the contributions of the major monarchies in the Middle Ages
•	 study the major contributions of Renaissance artists, philosophers, and religious figures

In Advanced Latin Lafayette students will:

•	 review Wheelock’s chapters 1-35 and learn 36-40
•	 spend a semester completing Latin grammar
•	 read abridged texts from the Wheelock’s Latin Reader
•	 spend a semester reading Caesar’s Gallic Wars

In Algebra II Lafayette students will:

•	 solve equations in two and three variables
•	 understand and apply the general quadratic trinomial: ax2 + bx +c
•	 explore irrational roots of quadratic equations
•	 apply the laws of logarithms and the laws of exponents

In Chemistry Lafayette students will:

•	 use the steps of the scientific method throughout the course
•	 study the history and use of the Periodic Table
•	 study atomic structure, chemical bonding, electron configuration, and electrochemistry
•	 explore the subjects of gases, acids and bases, reaction energy, and chemical equilibrium

Students may also take semester electives in Art & Music

L I T E R A T U R E  H I G H L I G H T S

Major Works
Beowulf
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
The Canterbury Tales by Chaucer
Paradise Lost by John Milton
Macbeth by William Shakespeare
Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickins
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
Nineteen-Eighty-Four by George Orwell
The Abolition of Man by C.S. Lewis

British Poetry
Sonnets 30, 60, 130 by Shakespeare
“The Clod and the Pebble” by Blake
“The Garden of Love” by Blake
“Simon Lee” by Wordsworth
“Above Tintern Abbey” by Wordsworth
“The Eolian Harp” by Coleridge
“Frost at Midnight” by Coleridge
“Kubla Khan” by Coleridge
“Bright Star” by Keats
“Ode to a Nightingale” by Keats
“Ode on a Grecian Urn” by Keats
“Ode to the West Wind” by Shelley
“To a Skylark” by Shelley
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ELEVENTH GRADE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

In Moral & Political Philosophy Lafayette students will:

•	 explore some of the most fundamental philosophical questions
•	 read and discuss Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics and how it applies to living a good life
•	 examine major themes in Aristotle’s Politics such as how politics differs from economics
•	 read primary sources from Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Kant, Hegel, and Marx

In American Literature Lafayette students will read and discuss:

•	 selected poems from Bradstreet, Whitman, Poe, Longfellow, Dickinson, Frost, and Eliot
•	 classic American novels such as The Scarlet Letter, Moby Dick, and Huckleberry Finn
•	 short stories by Faulkner, Fitzgerald, Hemingway, and Flannery O’Conner
•	 The Elements of Style by William Strunk, Jr. and E.B. White

In American History Lafayette students will:

•	 study the major events of American history from 1607-present
•	 read and discuss primary sources such as speeches by Washington, Lincoln, Reagan, et al.
•	 examine the various forms of tyranny such as majority, bureaucratic, mob, socialism, etc.
•	 compare Federalist and anti-Federalist forms of government

In Foreign Language Lafayette students will:

•	 choose to study a modern foreign language at beginner or intermediate level
•	 learn proper pronunciation and accent of vowel and consonant sounds
•	 build a vocabulary of everyday words and conversational phrases
•	 study past and present tenses and translate simple stories into English

In Trigonometry & Pre-Calculus Lafayette students will:

•	 graph equations in two variables
•	 write linear, quadratic, polynomial, rational and composite functions
•	 use sine, cosine, tangent, cotangent, secant, and cosecant
•	 find numerical values of angles using trigonometric ratios

In Physics Lafayette students will study:

•	 one and two-dimensional motion including vector operators and projectile motion
•	 forces and the laws of motion including applications of Newton’s Laws
•	 momentum and impulse, tangential and centripetal acceleration, vibrations and wave
•	 sound, light, electrostatics, electric circuits, and magnetism

Students may also take semester electives in Art & Music

L I T E R A T U R E  H I G H L I G H T S

Major Works
Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
Moby Dick by Herman Melville
Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
Nicomachean Ethics by Aristotle
Politics by Aristotle
The Prince by Niccolò Machiavelli

Short Stories
“Barn Burning” by William Faulkner
“Bernice Bobs Her Hair” by Fitzgerald
“Snows of Kilimanjaro” by Hemingway
“A Good Man Is Hard to Find”

Poems
“The Prologue” by Anne Bradstreet
“The Author to Her Book” by Bradstreet
“The Compost” by Walt Whitman
“A Noiseless Patient Spider” by Whitman
“Israfel” by Edgar Allan Poe
“Sonnet to Science” by Edgar Allan Poe
“This Was a Poet” by Emily Dickinson
“Tell All the Truth” by Emily Dickinson
“After Apple Picking” by Robert Frost
“Design” by Robert Frost
“Birches” by Robert Frost
“The Hollow Men” by T.S. Eliot
“Journey of the Magi” by T.S. Eliot
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TWELFTH GRADE CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

In Modern Literature Lafayette students will read and discuss:

•	 selected poems from Hardy, Houseman, Yeats, Auden, Frost, Eliot, Bishop et al.
•	 classic novels such as Crime and Punishment and The Metamorphosis
•	 short stories by Oscar Wilde and Anton Chekov
•	 Hamlet by William Shakespeare

In Senior Thesis Lafayette students will:

•	 reflect on the wisdom and practice the skills their Classical education has fostered
•	 wrestle with real world problems concerning human nature
•	 craft and support a thesis involving the “great conversation of great ideas”
•	 develop their reading list from the greatest works of literature they’ve not yet read

In American History Lafayette students will:

•	 study the major events of American history from 1607-present
•	 read and discuss primary sources such as speeches by Washington, Lincoln, Reagan, et al.
•	 examine the various forms of tyranny such as majority, bureaucratic, mob, socialism, etc.
•	 compare Federalist and anti-Federalist forms of government

In Modern World History Lafayette students will:

•	 study the major events of world history from 1815-1953
•	 understand the ramifications of the French Revolution, industrialization, and nationalism
•	 explore various totalitarian ideologies from 1919 to the present day
•	 read and discuss accounts of the World Wars, the Cold War, and conflicts in the Middle East

In American Government & Politics Lafayette students will:

•	 read and study major speeches and essays in the history of American political thought
•	 understand the moral vision of the American Founding and the purposes of the Constitution
•	 recognize the way Progressives have transformed the constitutional order
•	 read selections from Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville

In Calculus Lafayette students will study:

•	 the derivative function and the differentiation of monomials and ploynomials
•	 the calculus method of finding roots
•	 geometrical and analytical treatment of maxima and minima
•	 logarithmic and exponential functions and their applications

In Foreign Language Lafayette students will:

•	 continue to study a modern foreign language at the intermediate level
•	 learn proper pronunciation and accent of vowel and consonant sounds
•	 continue to build a vocabulary of everyday words and conversational phrases
•	 regularly engage in conversational dialogues

In Science Lafayette students will choose one or two of the following courses:

•	 Astronomy
•	 Biology II
•	 Chemistry II
•	 Physics II

Students may also take semester electives in Art & Music

L I T E R A T U R E  H I G H L I G H T S

Major Works
Crime and Punishment by Dostoevsky
The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka
Hamlet by William Shakespeare
Democracy in America by de Toqueville
Ivan Denisovich by A. Solzhenitsyn

Short Stories
“The Canterville Ghost” by Oscar Wilde
“The Kiss” by Anton Chekov

Poems
“Hap” by Thomas Hardy
“Easter 1916” by William Butler Yates
“God’s Grandeur” by G.M. Hopkins
“Sailing to Byzantium” by W.B. Yates
“Musée des Beaux Artes” by W.H. Auden
“Fern Hill” by Dylan Thomas
“Digging” by Seamus Heaney
“The Oven Bird” by Robert Frost
“The Waste Land” by T.S. Eliot
“Sunday Morning” by Wallace Stevens
“The Fish” by Elizabeth Bishop
“Skunk Hour” by Robert Lowell
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